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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Just below 9 million passengers travelled through Larnaka 
and Pafos airports in 2016 

 

Hermes Airports: Landmark year  

with significant benefits for tourism and the economy 

 

There was a significant increase in the number of passengers processed through 

Larnaka and Pafos airports and a further boost to Cyprus’ connectivity, with the entrane 

of new airlines and the introduction of new routes, according to Hermes Airports’ official 

data for 2016. 

 

More specifically, a total of 8,974,163 passengers travelled through the airports in 

2016, 1,365,000 more than in 2015, recording an 18% increase. There was a 24.5% 

rise at Larnaka airport and 2.6% at Pafos airport. According to Hermes Airports’ data, 

the most important hikes were recorded by the markets of Russia (47%), the United 

Kingdom (+13%), Greece (+14.5%) and Israel (+47%). 

 

Moreover, the Cypriot airports’ network was further enhanced by the operation of 10 

new airlines and the introduction of 21 new routes, thus boosting the island’s 

connectivity. The new airlines, Cobalt Air, Pobeda, TUS Airways, Ellinair, Air Berlin, 

Azur Air, Yan Air, Wind Rose, Alitalia and Israir, carried some 428,000 passengers, 

while an increase in the number of flights to existing routes led to an additional 919,000 

passengers. 

 

Commenting on the numbers, Hermes Airports’ Chief Executive Officer Eleni Kaloyirou 

said that 2016 ended on a high note. These results, she noted, “have a direct positive 

impact on Cyprus’ economy and tourism”. She stressed, however, that “they do not 

allow for complacency” and that “the coordinated efforts by Hermes as well as other 

tourism stakeholders must continue and intensify”. If this is the case, Ms Kaloyirou 

estimated that this upward trend will continue in 2017. 
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Notes for the Media: 

 

 Hermes Airports Ltd is the operator of the two International Airports of the Republic of 

Cyprus. The consortium consists of 9 shareholders comprising of Cypriot and 

International investors. Overall, more than seven million passengers travel through 

Larnaka and Pafos International Airports, annually.  

 It is estimated that about 100 additional jobs are created for each additional flight 

arriving at Cyprus’ airports. In total, more than 12,700 jobs in the tourism industry 

across Cyprus are sustained by the operation of Larnaka and Pafos International 

Airports. With an annual contribution of more than 500 million Euros to the economy of 

Cyprus, corresponding to approximately 3% of the Cyprus GDP, Larnaka and Pafos 

International Airports are justifiably considered to be among the major drivers of 

economic growth in the country and are acknowledged as key generators of thousands 

of jobs. 

 For more information or high resolution photographs, please contact the Press Office, 

Tel. +357 24 742165. E-mail: pressoffice@hermesairports.com   P.O Box 43027, 6650 

Larnaka International Airport, Republic of Cyprus.   
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